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1. The regular meeting of the Grovetown City Council was held at 6:05 P.M. Those
present were Mayor Gary Jones, Councilmember Vickie Cook, Councilmember Eric
Blair, and Councilmember Dennis Trudeau. Also present were Water and Sewer
Department Operations Manager Raymond Fulcher, Public Safety Director Scott
Wheatley, Director of Planning and Community Development Frank Neal, Events
Coordinator Janet Wheatley, City Accountant Richard Matthews, Human Resource
Manager Elaine Matthews, City Administrator Shirley Beasley, City Attorney
Brendan Fleming, and City Clerk Vicky Capetillo. Councilmember Sylvia Martin was
absent due to a death in her family. Public Works Director was absent due to
medical reasons.

2. Mayor Gary Jones led the invocation.

3. Mayor Gary Jones led the pledge of allegiance.

4. Councilmember Dennis Trudeau made the motion to approve the agenda.
Councilmember Vickie Cook seconded the motion, all in favor and the motion
carried.

5. Councilmember Vickie Cook made the motion to approve the minutes of March 14th,
2016 meeting, Councilmember Dennis Trudeau seconded the motion, all in favor
and the motion carried.

6. Councilmember Vickie Cook made the motion to approve the financial statement.
Councilmember Eric Blair seconded the motion, all in favor and the motion carried.
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7. PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS:

A. Planning and Community Development Director Frank Neal introduced the newly
hired City Engineer Joseph Holley and Code Enforcement/City Planner John
Waller, both began working on April 4th, 2016, to Council and guests.

8. LEGAL MATTERS:

A. Councilmember Dennis Trudeau made a motion to convene into Executive
Session to discuss a pending lawsuit. Councilmember Eric Blair seconded the
motion, all in favor and the motion carried.

Councilmember Dennis Trudeau made a motion to reconvene into the Council
meeting. Councilmember Eric Blair seconded the motion, all in favor and the
motion carried.

Mayor Gary Jones stated no action was taken during the Executive Session.

9. GENERAL BUSINESS: UNFINISHED:

A. Councilmember Dennis Trudeau made the motion to have the Second Reading
of Ordinance 250, an ordinance to annex the property of Christopher W. Palmer,
President of Palmerforhire, LLC located at 512 Hardy Drive (+/- 1.5 acres) by title
only. Councilmember Vicky Cook seconded the motion, all in favor and the
motion carried.

Councilmember Dennis Trudeau made the motion to approve Ordinance 250.
Councilmember Eric Blair seconded the motion, all in favor and the motion
carried.
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10. GENERAL BUSINESS: NEW:

A. John McClellan from G. Ben Turnipseed Engineers presented to the Council
recommendations of the proposed Water and Sewer rate increase. Based on
the current billing and consumption information, they recommended an increase
of twenty dollars ($20.00) a customer by the year 2018. The increase in funds is
used to repay the loan from GEFA and would be for improvements and the
building of a new Wastewater Treatment Plant allowing the City to treat its own
sewage completely without sending any to Columbia County or Richmond
County. A suggestion of also looking into the issuance of a bond was raised and
is to also be inquired into.

B. Presentation of the new proposed phone and internet service for the City offices
and buildings going through Spirit Communications based out of Columbia,
South Carolina. Spirit is partnered with Columbia County Broadband; therefore,
the City would be using Columbia County’s fiber optics instead of various
vendors. It was explained that Public Safety’s Station 1 and 2, City Hall, and the
Wastewater Treatment Plant would have automatic cellular backup to allow the
phones and internet to continue even if the fiber has been damaged.
Councilmember Dennis Trudeau made the motion to approve changing to Spirit
Communications for phone and internet service. Councilmember Vickie Cook
seconded the motion, all in favor and the motion carried.

C. Presentation of new software for Public Safety, Court and Probation was
presented by CJT Software and Synergistic Software Inc. This software like the
current software will be included in the fine for the offense. Councilmember
Dennis Trudeau made the motion to approve changing to the software offered by
CJT Software and Synergistic Software, Inc. Councilmember Eric Blair
seconded the motion, all in favor and the motion carried
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10  GENERAL BUSINESS: NEW: Continued

D. Planning and Community Development Director Frank Neal present the proposal
by Mark Herbert to acquire the property located on the bend of Elm Street across
from Saxon Road. According to the information obtain through the Columbia
County Tax Office there is not any owner listed. The option of exchanging this
property for property used as easement for utilities was discussed. This item is
tabled until the next meeting.

E. Councilmember Dennis Trudeau asked to table the Open Records Request until
the next meeting.

F. Mayor Gary Jones asked to table the Service Delivery Strategy Agreement until
the next meeting.

11. CITIZENS COMMENTS:

A. Mrs. Rosa Lee Owens stated she is very proud of the City. She also wanted to
commend Ms. Cleatha Reese for her part in beautifying the Museum area. Mrs.
Owens also inquired if the Council would take into consideration painting the
gazebo white.

B. Mr. Frank Estrada stated that he would like to see the City broaden Public Safety
personnel and equipment. His figures show there is on any given shift only one
police officer per every 4500 citizens. In his opinion, this isn’t sufficient for a City
the size of Grovetown.

12.Councilmember Dennis Trudeau made the motion to adjourn. Councilmember Eric
Blair seconded the motion, all in favor and the motion carried.
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OPERATING FUNDS
GENERAL FUND-REGIONS      $914,928.76
GENERAL FUND – QUEENS  $1,317,797.13      ______________________________
WATER/SEWER – QUEENS      $413,276.81      Gary Jones, Mayor
WATER/SEWER – REGIONS     $208,792.81
STORMWATER                           $143,837.40
RENEWAL & EXTEN                   $511,148.79     ______________________________
TOTAL                   $3,509,781.70     Dennis O. Trudeau, Mayor Protem
O/S BILLS                                    $192,408.32
TOTAL                   $3,317,373.38
                                                                               ______________________________
                                                                               Vickie Cook, Council
NON- OPERATING FUNDS
CERTIFICATES                        $2,400,000.00
MONEY MARKET                        $215,201.20     ______________________________
W/S RESERVES                          $350,446.51      Eric Blair, Council
SPLOST   2011-2016                $1,301,867.21
TOTAL ALL FUNDS                 $7,584,888.30

_____________________________________
Vicky Capetillo, City Clerk


