
The regular meeting of the Grovetown City Council was held on Monday, August 8, 2016 at 
6:30 p.m.  Those present were Mayor Gary Jones, Councilwoman Vickie Cook, Councilman 
Dennis O. Trudeau and Councilman Eric Blair.  Also present were Water and Sewer Department 
Operations Manager Raymond Fulcher, Public Safety Director Scott Wheatley, Director of 
Planning and Community Development John Waller, Events Coordinator Janet Wheatley, City 
Accountant Richard Matthews, City Administrator Shirley Beasley, City Attorney Brendan 
Fleming and Acting City Clerk Roxanne Brown.  Councilwoman Sylvia Martin was absent.  
Public Works Director Michael Woods was absent. 
 

1. 
 

Call Meeting to Order 
Mayor Gary Jones called the meeting to order and acknowledged a quorum. 

 
2. 

 
Invocation 
Councilman Eric Blair led the invocation. 
 

3. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Mayor Gary Jones led the pledge of allegiance. 
 

4. 
 

Approval of Agenda 
Councilman Blair made the motion to amend item 10D to reflect: Appoint Carol Wolfe as 
Director over Probation and Laura McManus over Court.  And to also add the following items to 
the agenda: 10H – Scope of Work on Newmantown Road, and 10I – Purchase Public Safety 
Equipment.  Councilman Trudeau seconded the motion, all in favor and motion carried. 
 
Councilman Blair made the motion to approve the amended agenda.  Councilman Trudeau 
seconded the motion, all in favor and motion carried.  
 

5. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Councilman Trudeau made the motion to approve the minutes of the July 13, 2016 council 
meeting, July 25, 2016 town hall meeting, and July 27, 2016 called meeting.  Councilman Blair 
seconded the motion, all in favor and motion carried.  
 

 
 
 
 



6. 
 

Financial Statement 
Councilwoman Cook made the motion to approve the Financial Statement.  Councilman Trudeau 
seconded the motion, all in favor and motion carried.  
 
OPERATING FUNDS 
General Fund- Regions  $   970,726.20 
General Fund – Queensborough $   287,564.13 
Water/Sewer Regions   $   313,072.78       
Water Sewer Queensborough  $   960,898.06    
Stormwater Queensborough     $   234,822.01   
Renewal & Extension   $   553,425.68   
Total     $3,320,508.86 
o/s bills    $   137,489.69  
Total     $3,457,998.55 
 
NON OPERATING FUNDS   
Certificates    $2,400,000.00    
SPLOST    $1,081,461.89  
Money Market    $   315,602.40   
W/S Reserves    $   350,534.15    
         
TOTAL ALL FUNDS  $7,605,596.99 
 

7. 
 

Public Announcements 
There were no public announcements. 
 

8. 
 

Legal Matters 
There were none. 
 

9. 
 

General Business: Unfinished 
There was none. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



10. 
 

General Business: New 
 

10A. 
 
Bob Dupuy – Concerns About Cars Parking on Sidewalk and Road in Senator’s Ridge 
Mr. Dupuy expressed his concerns about cars parking on the sidewalk and road and speeding in 
Senator’s Ridge.  He feels that this is a safety issue for kids getting on and off the bus and 
walking home from school. 

 
10B. 

 
Request from Joyce Cliatt Goodbread Regarding a Correction on the Memorial Wall 
Ms. Goodbread was not present.  

 
10C. 

 
Columbia County Hazard Mitigation Plan Update Approval 
Councilwoman Cook made the motion to approve the plan update.  Councilman Trudeau 
seconded the motion, all in favor and motion carried.  
 

10D. 
 
Appoint Carol Wolfe as Director over Probation and Laura McManus over Court 
There was some discussion but no action was taken. 
 

10E. 
 
Change Vicky Capetillo’s Leave Status to Administrative Leave Without Pay 
Councilman Blair made a motion to go into executive session at 6:57 p.m.  Councilwoman Cook 
seconded the motion, all in favor and the motion carried. 
 
Councilman Blair made a motion to come out of executive session at 7:18 p.m.  Councilwoman 
Cook seconded the motion, all in favor and the motion carried. 
 
There was no action or votes taken while in executive session. 
 
Councilman Blair made a motion to approve the change in Ms. Capetillo’s leave status.  Mayor 
Jones seconded the motion.  There was no vote taken. 
 
Following some discussion, Councilwoman Cook made a motion to have a special called 
meeting on this matter.  Councilman Blair seconded the motion, all in favor and the motion 
carried. 

 
 



10F. 
 

Decision about Funding for Forensic Audit 
Councilman Trudeau made a motion to hire Dabs, Hickman, Hill & Cannon to perform the 
forensic audit for 2015 in the amount of $14,800.  If there is a need for further investigation, 
GIRMA will be contacted to continue with audit.  Councilwoman Cook seconded the motion, all 
in favor and the motion carried. 

 
 

10G. 
 
C & H Paving 
Councilman Blair a motion to pay to Clerk of Court the retainage owed to C & H Paving in the 
amount of $30,841.14 for damages done to vehicles during the paving in Grove Landing.  
Councilwoman Cook seconded the motion, all in favor and motion carried. 

 
10H. 

 
Scope of Work on Newmantown Road and Old Brezelia Road 
Councilwoman Cook made a motion to approve scope of work and fee agreement in the amount 
of $3,925.   Councilman Trudeau seconded the motion, all in favor and motion carried. 

 
10I. 

 
Purchase Public Safety Equipment 
Councilman Blair made a motion to approve the purchase of a Verint Logging Recorder in the 
amount of $54,832.  Councilman Trudeau seconded the motion, all in favor and motion carried. 

 
11. 

 
Citizens Comments 
There were comments from Hazel Rogers and Petra Reese concerning the forensic audit. 
 
Sara Smith made comments about taking Vicky Capetillo’s pay. 
 
James Gerald requested that street lights be put in Senator’s Ridge due to the safety of kids 
walking to school when it’s dark in the morning. 
 
Candice Cunningham informed the council that Lakewood Drive needed potholes repaired. 
 
Allen Transou requested that a recall be done with the Board of Elections to have city council 
members removed.  He also commented on the increase in his water bill. 
 
James Daniel requested that sidewalks be put in from Grove’s Landing to the middle school for 
the kids that walk to school. 
 



12. 
 

Adjourn 
Councilman Trudeau made the motion to adjourn.  Councilwoman Cook seconded the motion, 
all in favor and motion carried. 
 
_______________________________  _____________________________ 
Gary Jones, Mayor     Dennis Trudeau, Mayor Pro-tem 
 
_______________________________  _____________________________ 
Vickie Cook, Council     Sylvia Martin, Council 
 
_______________________________ 
Eric Blair, Council 
 
_______________________________  _____________________________ 
Roxanne Brown, Acting City Clerk   Shirley Beasley, City Administrator 
  
         
         
 


