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Minutes from Zoning Board of Appeals 

Thursday, April 14, 2016 

 

 

1. Those present included: 

 

a. Board Members 

i. Vern Cargill, Chairman 

ii. Herman Ross 

iii. Virgil Hughes 

iv. Johnathon Fisher 

v. Laverne Gaskins (new member) 

 

b. City of Grovetown Staff  

i. Frank Neal, Director of Planning and Development; Joe Holley, City 

Engineer; and John Waller, City Planner / Code Enforcement Officer 

c. Representatives of Sonic restaurant 

i. Mark Irvin, Sonic Franchisee for Grovetown 

ii. Doug Haley, Senior Director of Design Concept and Development at 

Sonic 

d. Interested citizens of Grovetown, including City Council Member / Mayor Pro 

Tem Dennis Trudeau 

 

2. At 6pm the Board Chairman, Vern Cargill, called the meeting to order, followed by the 

Pledge of Allegiance and invocation. 

 

3. Mr Neal introduced the new Zoning Board of Appeals member, Ms Laverne Gaskins, as 

well as two new City staff members, Mr Holley and Mr Waller. 

 

4. Chairman Cargill then gave the floor to Mr Irvin to present Sonic Restaurant’s variance 

requests concerning setbacks and Sonic restaurant signage. 
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Minutes from Zoning Board of Appeals, April 14, 2016, continued: 

 

a. One proposed Sonic sign exceeded the 8 foot height ordinance and included the 

capability to convey ‘community messages’ – a white background with lettering 

as opposed to electronic or flashing signs used at other Sonic franchises. 

b. Issue of yellow ‘dog house’ above the drive-thru was included. 

c. Other issues included setbacks and easement in conflict with Georgia Power 

Company (GA Power) – location of existing power lines and associated rules 

governing placement of signage in proximity to the power lines. 

d. Discussion commenced wherein the Sonic representatives were concerned about 

lack of sign visibility if abiding by City ordinances for sign height given the 

elevation of the facing road and ability of potential customers on that road to see 

the Sonic sign and have time to slow to make the turn into the restaurant parking 

lot. Coupled with the road elevation is the location of the adjacent Mexican 

Restaurant which contributes to customer visibility of both the Sonic restaurant 

and its signage. Mr Haley from Sonic and Mr Neal from the City contributed to 

the dialogue.  

e. Following the Sonic presentation and ensuing discussion Chairman Cargill asked 

whether the Board had additional questions before calling for a vote on Sonic 

restaurant’s proposed variances.  

f. Board Member Fisher asked several questions about the feasibility of changing 

the location of the Sonic sign in order to keep it within existing ordinances while 

meeting Sonic’s desire for maximum motorist visibility, considering road 

elevation, existing power lines, and the position of the Mexican restaurant. Sonic 

representatives reiterated their position that obtaining the variance was the only 

reasonable solution in terms of business competitiveness (sign visibility to 

potential patrons) and company branding. 

 

5. After all discussion and questions had been addressed Chairman Cargell asked Mr Neal 

to read to the Board the specific language of the proposed variance which Mr Neal did. 

There were no additional comments from either the Board or the meeting attendees.  

 

6. Chairman Cargill asked for a Board member to propose a motion to end discussion. 

Board Member Fisher made the motion, Board Member Hughes seconded the motion. 

 

7. Chairman Cargill asked for a Board member to propose a motion to vote on the variance 

as submitted. Mr Fisher made the motion, Mr Hughes seconded it. Chairman Cargill took 

the vote and all board members voted unanimously to pass the variance. 
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Minutes from Zoning Board of Appeals, April 14, 2016, continued: 

 

 

8. Chairman Cargill asked if there was any more business for the board. There was none. 

Mr Neal announced he would schedule training for the board members with details to 

follow. 

 

9. Chairman Cargill asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr Hughes made the 

motion, Mr Fisher seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 6:28pm. 

 


