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Minutes from Zoning Board of Appeals 

Thursday, October 27, 2016 

 

1. Those present included: 

 

a. Board Members 

i. Vern Cargill, Chairman 

ii. Virgil Hughes 

iii. Johnathon Fisher 

iv. Laverne Gaskins   

v. Herman Ross 

 

b. City of Grovetown Staff:  John Waller, Acting Director, Planning and Community 

Development 

 

c. Mr Andy Jones, president and CEO, Sprint Foods, and Lionel Prather, applicants 

for variances for Sprint Food Mart; and Mr Dave Stewart, Sr., Grovetown resident 

who lives behind the current Boots, Bridles, and Britches. 

 

2. At 6:32 p.m. the Board Chairman, Mr Vern Cargill, called the meeting to order, followed 

by the Invocation - given by Mr Moore - and Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

3. Following the invocation Chairman Cargill conducted a roll call; all board members were 

present. 

 

4. Chairman Cargill then asked the board members to review the minutes of the previous 

board of zoning appeals held on August 18, 2016. After a review Ms Gaskins 

recommended a change to those minutes concerning the wording on page three, 

paragraph 7.a. (regarding inquiring about calculation of required parking spaces and the 

difference between the requirements levied by the new Family Dollar as opposed to the  
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5. entire Shops at Summerfield). She then made a motion to approve the minutes of August 

18, 2016 meeting with recommended changes. Mr Ross seconded the motion. With no  

further discussion Chairman Cargill called for a vote to approve the amended minutes. 

All members voted unanimously to approve the minutes, as amended.  

6. With no old business to discuss Chairman Cargill turned to the new business, the requests 

for variance submitted by applicants from Sprint Mart. Chairman Cargill recognized Mr 

Dave Stewart, Sr., a concerned resident. 

 

7. Mr Stewart’s concerns included: 

a. He was not contacted ahead of time, before the board of zoning appeals convened. 

b. Will the Boots, Bridles, and Britches building remain or be demolished? 

c. The former service station at the location had four fuel pumps, how many would 

the Sprint Store have? 

d. Fornum Drive is a frequently used short cut off of Harlem Grovetown Road, how 

much more traffic would this new store create?  

e. How much light would this new store emit and how much more traffic and 

congestion would result from this business? Mr Stewart expressed concerns that 

the corner of Wrightsboro and Harlem Grovetown Roads would become like Exit 

190 off of Interstate 20. 

f. While Mr Stewart was not objecting to the project per se, he had a number of 

concerns. 

 

8. To address those concerns Chairman Cargill invited Mr Andy Jones, President and CEO 

of Sprint Mart, a business with several locations in South Carolina and Georgia, to 

explain the project.  

 

a. Mr Jones expressed his interest in enriching the City of Grovetown. He stated 

how impressed he was with the direction of the City and how it had handled its 

growth so far.  

 

b. Mr Jones further explained his desire to join the City of Grovetown community, 

indicating he would do whatever it took to ensure the property was designed in 

accordance with the City’s wishes. He passed out renderings of a store similar to 

the one proposed in Grovetown, explaining his concept of gourmet coffee and 

sandwiches and how all items in the store were available for purchase through its 

drive-through window. 



3 

 

Minutes from Zoning Board of Appeals, October 27, 2016, continued: 

 

 

9. There was significant discussion between Mr Jones and Chairman Cargill with respect to 

traffic on Fornum Drive and traffic flow throughout the location onto and off of Robinson 

Road. 

 

10. Several questions were asked in succession. Ms Gaskins had concerns about the number 

of fueling islands and pumps being requested (six; the form-based code, FBC, allows 

three) and safety; Chairman Cargill inquired as to whether or not the fueling islands 

would be single or double stacked, with pumps on only one or both sides of the fueling 

island. 

 

11. Mr Jones explained that the refueling islands would be single stacked, not double 

stacked. In response to a question by Chairman Cargill as to whether or not the 

underground fuel tanks from the previous gas station were still in place and if there had 

been any fuel leaks into the ground from the old gas station, Mr Jones responded the old 

tanks were already removed and the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) 

had tested the ground and found no contamination. 

 

12. Chairman Cargill asked if there were any more questions. There being none he asked Mr 

Waller to read the first of the three variance requests, siting the Sprint Mart building at 

the rear of the parcel rather than in the front of the parcel in the front and side build-to 

zones. Mr Waller read the first variance request explaining there were five separate FBC-

related aspects to this first request as the FBC required the building to: 1) be sited in the 

front build-to zone along Robinson Avenue; 2) be sited in the side build-to zone (along 

Harlem-Grovetown Road); 3) be sited at the corner of the parcel near the intersection of 

Robinson Avenue and Harlem Grovetown Road; 4) be situated so the parking and 

loading areas were at the rear of the building; and 5) comprise at least 50% of the 

frontage of the parcel. Mr Fisher made a motion to vote to approve the building setback 

as requested. Mr Hughes seconded the motion. Chairman Cargill asked for a vote on the 

motion; the board members voted unanimously to approve the first variance request. 

 

13. Chairman Cargill turned to the second variance request, to increase the permitted number 

of fueling islands from the FBC-mandated three islands to the six requested by Sprint 

Mart. Chairman Cargill asked Mr Waller to read the request, which he did.  

 

a. Mr Fisher asked if there was enough space on the parcel to accommodate six 

fueling islands. Ms Gaskins, referring to the board of zoning appeals packet, 

pointed out the staff stipulation that the Director of Public Safety would need to 

approve this number of fueling islands as part of the site plan review process.  
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b. Mr Waller confirmed the staff had not yet seen a site plan but that the Public 

Safety Director would review the plans, when submitted, and determine if there is 

sufficient space for six fueling islands and to accommodate large vehicles like 

bulk refueling tankers and fire trucks.  

 

c. Mr Jones asked if he could address these concerns and moved to the podium. Mr 

Jones reiterated his previous statement that he would design the business to fit the 

parcel but that in order to be competitive he needed five fueling islands. Ms 

Gaskins asked Mr Jones whether or not he was willing to accept the staff 

recommendation for fewer fueling islands if the Director of Public Safety 

determined the parcel could accommodate only three to five fueling islands. Mr 

Jones stated he would but that he would do all he could to design a site plan that 

included at least five fueling islands. 

 

14. Ms Gaskins made a motion to approve the variance request of exceeding the number of 

fueling islands permitted by the form-based code (three) with the stipulation that the City 

of Grovetown Director of Public Safety approve the number of fueling islands installed. 

Mr Hughes seconded. Chairman Cargill called for a vote; the board members voted 

unanimously to approve this (second) variance request. 

 

15. Chairman Cargill then moved to the third and final variance request: substitute large 

shade trees interspaced at 40 foot intervals with crepe myrtles interspaced at 30 foot 

intervals in order to prevent interference with low-hanging power lines along the 

Robinson Avenue side of the parcel. The second part of this variance request was to seek 

relief from the requirement to install a fence along the front buffer of the parcel (along 

Robinson Avenue). Chairman Cargill again asked Mr Waller to read the variance request 

which he did. 

 

16. Mr Fisher inquired as to who would have the responsibility to trim the crepe myrtles as 

they also can grow tall. Mr Waller responded that the responsibility would depend on the 

specific siting of the trees; if the trees were on the parcel owned by Sprint Mart then 

Sprint would have the responsibility but if the trees were planted in the right of way the 

City of Grovetown would be responsible to trim the trees.  

 

17. Mr Jones stated that Sprint Mart wished to be good tenants so he would change the trees 

to whatever the City approved that met code requirements, stayed out of the power lines, 

and maintained the best visibility for motorists going into and out of the property. 
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18. Mr Fisher made a motion to approve the variance for substituting large shade trees with 

trees approved by the form-based code as well as relief from installing a fence as part of 

the frontage buffer along Robinson Avenue. Mr Hughes seconded the motion. Chairman 

Cargill asked for a vote: Ms Gaskins, Mr Fisher, Mr Hughes, and Mr Cargill voted to 

approve the variance request; Mr Moore voted against approval of this request. The 

motion passed with a vote of 4 to 1 approving the third variance request. 

 

19. Following the vote Chairman Cargill asked if there was any more business for the board. 

Mr Waller stated the draft Board of Zoning Appeals by-laws and procedures were nearly 

complete and that the members could expect to receive a draft copy in the coming weeks.  

 

20. Ms Gaskins made a motion to adjourn the meeting with Mr Fisher seconding. Chairman 

Cargill called for a vote and all board members voted unanimously to approve.  The 

meeting ended at 7:23 p.m. 

 

 

 


